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New technology has been the most important factor in 
improvements to public health in Britain.’

How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your 
answer.*

(PowerPoint Slide 1 is on the whiteboard :) 

‘New technology has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain.’

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer.*
 18 mark Essay Question for 

OCR Unit 1: The People’s Health, c1250 to present

Stage Manager: (Enter Narrators. They stand at an angle, to the right of the whiteboard.)

N1: This is a History Department Production for:

N2: OCR Unit 1: The People’s Health, c1250 to the present

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 2 :)

N3: The final question on the OCR exam paper is always an essay question. 

N4: There is a choice of two titles and you choose one: either Question 4 or Question 5. 

N1: Whichever question you choose, it’s worth 18 marks.

N2: The question asks you how far you agree with a given statement. 

N3: You need to think big, because the statement refers the whole course, from 1250 to the 

present day.

N4: This scripted drama is designed to help you get as many marks as you can on the essay 

question.
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Mary Holmes: 

‘New technology has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons 

for your answer. (18 marks)

N1: It’s all about planning.

N2: It’s all about being relevant.

N3: It’s all about answering the question they asked you, and coming to a judgement at the end.

Director: (Enter Mary Holmes, a character from Thackray Museum’s 1842 Street. She stands to the 

left of the whiteboard. She reads the essay question :)

Stage Manager:  (Enter Thomas Sowden, John Oddy, Albert Tatlock and James Wilson from 

Thackray Museum’s 1842 Street :)

James Wilson: Eighteen is a lot of marks. 

Director: (Thomas Sowden peers at James.)

Thomas Sowden: That is why you plan your answer before you start writing. 

John Oddy:  And highlight the key words in the question. 

Thomas Sowden: The examiners spent a long time choosing those words, so they are your clues 

about what the examiners are looking for.

Stage Manager: (Albert looks at the whiteboard)

Albert Tatlock: So you highlight ‘new technology’.

 (PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 3 :)



John Oddy: Yep. ‘New technology’ is the main focus of the question. 

Thomas Sowden: It’s what the examiners have got marks for. 

James Wilson: And you highlight ‘most important factor’ as well. 

Thomas Sowden: You do.

 (PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 4 :)
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Mary Holmes: 

‘New technology has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons 

for your answer. (18 marks)

Mary Holmes: 

‘New technology has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons 

for your answer. (18 marks)

John Oddy: This is a judgement question. The examiners want you to judge one chosen factor…

Albert Tatlock: In this case, new technology…

John Oddy: … against other factors.

Director: (Albert has been scrutinising the whiteboard.)

New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)



James Wilson: I think ‘improvements to public health in Britain’ are key words in this question.

Thomas Sowden:  So highlight them.

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 5 :)
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Mary Holmes: 

‘New technology has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons 

for your answer. (18 marks)

Thomas Sowden: If you look at public health in the 1250s, and compare it to public health today, 

you can see that it has improved massively.

John Oddy:  The examiners are asking you whether new technology has been the most important 

factor responsible for that improvement.

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 6 :)

Stage Manager: (Mary Holmes reads the question:)

Mary Holmes: 

‘New technology has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons 

for your answer. (18 marks)

Thomas Sowden: Finally, make sure you highlight ‘How far do you agree’.

John Oddy:  The examiner wants to know if you agree with their question: ‘completely’, ‘to a great 



Thackray Medical Museum OCR GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) (J411) resources  © Innovate Educate Ltd/Act the Facts    Page 5

New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

extent’; ‘to a certain extent’; or ‘to a small extent’. You decide. 

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 7 :)

Mary Holmes: 

‘New technology has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons 

for your answer. (18 marks)

James Wilson: Then you give reasons why you think the way you do. 

N4: Highlighting the key words in the question focuses your mind and helps keep what you write 

relevant.

N1: Think and plan before you start writing. 

N2: This next scene is based on an 18 mark essay question.

N3: It models a balanced discussion supported by evidence and final judgement.

Director: (Thomas, James, Albert and John exit.)

N4: Scene 1: The Long Sweep of Time

Stage Manager: (Mr& Mrs Beecham, Mr & Mrs O’Bryan and Mary Holmes stand in front of the 

whiteboard. They are in the 19th century. Through the classroom window, they have a good view of 

the 20th and 21st centuries.) 

Director: (Mr & Mrs Watson, Mrs Ingham and Alice Finch stand against the classroom wall, ready to 

enter on Page 12.)

Stage Manager: (Mr & Mrs Bolder, Mr & Mrs Sowerby, Mr &Mrs Finch, Mr York, James Wilson and 

Albert Tatlock sit in their seats in the middle of the room. They are in the Renaissance.)
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Director: (Reverend Holdforth, Mrs O’Flaherty, Mrs York, Thomas Sowden and John Oddy,  sit at the back of the 

classroom. They are in the Middle Ages.)

Stage Manager: (The classroom should look like this:)

Medieval Britain c.1250 to 

c.1500

Reverend Holdforth, Mrs 

O’Flaherty, Mrs York, Thomas 

Sowden, John Oddy, sit here. 

Early Modern Britain 

c.1500 to c.1750

Mr & Mrs Bolder, Mr & Mrs 

Finch, Mr York, James Wilson 

and Albert Tatlock sit here. 

Industrial Britain c.1750 to 

c.1900

Mr & Mrs Beecham, Mr & Mrs 

O’Bryan and Mary Holmes 

stand here. 

Mr & Mrs Watson, Mr & Mrs Sowerby Mrs 

Ingham and Alice Finch stand here.

W
hiteboard

N1 

N2 

N3 

N4

Classroom

Britain since c. 1900

Director:   (Mrs O’Bryan peers back across history: past the Renaissance, to the Middle Ages)

Mrs O’Bryan: If you look back through time, you can see that public health in Britain only improved 

once new technology became available in the 19th and 20th centuries.

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 8:)

Mrs O’Flaherty:  Medieval towns were filthy.

Rev Holdforth:  There were no sewers, so human faeces piled up in the streets amongst the rotting 
food waste.

Mrs O’Flaherty: Around 40,000 people lived in medieval London.

Mrs York: But on special occasions, like state visits, or national celebrations, an extra 60,000 
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

traders and visitors would flock into the capital.

Mrs O’Flaherty: And every single one of them had bowels to evacuate. 1

Rev Holdforth:  It was impossible for a city without a sewage system to cope.

Mrs O’Flaherty: We know that British cities stank, because so many people complained about it at 

the time.

Rev Holdforth:  In 1332, the city of York received a letter from King Edward III, complaining about 

its ‘abominable smell’. 

Mrs York:  The smell came from dung and manure, animal bones, carcasses and rotting entrails.

Mrs O’Flaherty: The filth attracted rats, pigs and dogs, which scavenged through the stinking 

rubbish.

Mrs York: The king sent threatening letters in an attempt to get public health improved.

Rev Holdforth:  What he did not do, was pass any laws, or offer to pay for improvements.

Mrs York: Mayors and town councils passed local by-laws that imposed fines on people who left 

human dung in the streets.

Mrs O’Flaherty:  Some towns appointed official swine killers to eradicate the pigs and vermin.

Rev Holdforth:  And in 1388, Parliament finally passed a law against anyone throwing ‘dung, 

garbage, entrails and other ordure’ into ditches, ponds and rivers. 2

Mrs York: But improvements were patchy. Public health in medieval Britain remained in a 

disgusting state. 

Director:   (Mr Finch leans forward to catch Rev Holdforth’s attention.)

Mr Finch: It was still in a disgusting state three hundred years later.

Mr Bolder: Especially in the towns and cities.

Mrs Finch: Londoners were supposed to put out their rubbish twice a week for ‘rakers’ to collect.

Mr Finch: But there were never enough rakers3, and all they did, was dump the rubbish outside the 

city walls. 

1 Adapted from The Time Traveller’s Guide to Medieval England, Ian Mortimer
2 Adapted from The Time Traveller’s Guide to Medieval England, Ian Mortimer
3 Cited in Medicine and Health through Time, Dawson, Banham and Lyndon
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Mr York: Cesspits overflowed, animals and humans fouled the streets - it was hardly surprising 

that plague came back decade after decade.

Mr Finch: A few people tried to improve public health through technology: 

Mrs Bolder: Sir John Harington invented a flushing toilet for himself and his godmother, Queen 

Elizabeth I.

Mr Bolder: But it emptied into a cesspit and was too costly for ordinary people to buy.

Mr York: Hugh Myddleton set up the first private water company, selling fresh water to the city of 

London. 4

Mr Finch:  But nobody really took responsibility for cleaning up the nation’s water supply, or 

cleaning away its excrement.

Mrs Finch: Nobody had the political will.

Mr Bolder: Nobody had the money.

Stage Manager: (Mr Beecham takes a step towards Mr York.)

Mr Beecham: If you think public health was bad during the Middle Ages and Renaissance, you 

should see what happened to public health once the Industrial Revolution got started!

Mary Holmes: Factory workers were crammed into tenement houses, in filthy streets in industrial 

towns, with no running water, and no sewage system.

Mrs Beecham: Cholera germs bred in the water.

Mr O’Bryan: Diptheria, typhoid, TB, smallpox and influenza decimated the population.

Mary Holmes: The life expectancy of a Liverpool labourer in 1840, was 15 years - less than half the 

age of a labourer living and working in the countryside.

Stage Manager: (Mrs O’Brien speaks with enthusiasm:)

Mrs O’Bryan: But new technology changed all that! 

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 9:)

4 The New River was built between 1609 and 1613. The New River Company becaome one of the biggest 
private water companies.
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Mrs O’Bryan: New nineteenth century technology like: flushing lavatories, water pipes, sewage 

systems, water treatment plants and pumping stations transformed public health in Britain. 

Director: (Mrs O’Brien looks around at the others, triumphantly:)

Mrs O’Bryan: New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public 

health in Britain!

Stage Manager:  (Mr & Mrs Watson, Mr & Mrs Sowerby, Mrs Ingham and Alice Finch are not 

convinced:)

Mr Watson: Never mind new technology. The most important factor in improvements to public 

health in Britain has been the role of individuals. 

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 10:)

Alice Finch: I agree. Individuals like Edwin Chadwick , Charles Booth, Seebohm Rowntree…

Mrs Watson: Joseph Bazalgette, John Snow, Louis Pasteur…

Alice Finch: William Beveridge, Nye Bevan…

Mr Watson: There is no doubt that the role of remarkable individuals has been the most important 

factor in improvements to public health in Britain.

Director:   (Mr & Mrs Finch and Mr & Mrs Bolder have a different interpretation.)

Mrs Finch: Excuse me; it is obvious that the most important factor in improvements to public 

health has been government. 

Stage Manager:   (Mrs O’Flaherty snorts with derision:)

Mrs O’Flaherty: Rubbish! Government did virtually nothing to improve public health in Medieval 

Britain. 

Mr Sowerby: And it didn’t do much more in Early Modern Britain!

Director:   (Mr Finch defends his argument :)

Mr Finch: But attitudes changed in the 19th century – governments abandoned ‘laissez faire’ 

individualism and began passing laws to improve public health.
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 11:)

Mr Bolder: Think of the Public Health Acts of 1848 and 1875…

Mr Finch: Or the Liberal Reforms of 1906 to 1914…

Mrs Bolder: Or the creation of the National Health Service in 1948…

Stage Manager:  (Mrs O’Bryan steps to the centre and takes charge of proceedings. She holds up 

her hands to quell the discussion.)

Mrs O’Bryan: I agree that other factors, like the role of individuals and government, were important 

in improving public health, but I would still argue that the most important factor was new 

technology.

Look at the evidence, if you don’t believe me. 

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 12 :)

N1: Scene 2: The Case for New Technology

Mr Beecham: All through British history, people have wanted to live in clean, sweet-smelling 

environments.

Mary Holmes: They wanted to drink clean drinking water.

Mrs Beecham:  And walk through city streets without getting human faeces and animal waste on 

their shoes.

Mr O’Bryan: Most of all, they wanted to avoid poisonous miasmas, because they believed that bad 

smells caused disease.

Mrs O’Bryan: But, until the Industrial Revolution, technology was too primitive and too expensive to 

build public health systems across Britain.

Mrs Beecham: Thanks to the newly invented microscopes, people knew that living creatures they 

called ‘animalcules’ swam about in Britain’s drinking water. 

Mary Holmes: They didn’t like that idea.
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 13:)

Mr O’Bryan: The Chelsea Waterworks Company built the first treated public water supply in 1829. It 

used sand filters in an attempt to clean the water.

Mrs O’Bryan: Then, in 1854, Dr John Snow proved there was a link between contaminated water 

and outbreaks of cholera5 , and this filtered water technology was copied throughout the country.

Mr Beecham: New chlorination plants later disinfected drinking water and made it safe to drink.

Mary Holmes: New engineering technology allowed Joseph Bazalgette to build a vast sewer 

system under the streets of London. 

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 14:)

Mr O’Bryan: Steam engines pumped sewage along 880 kilometres of pipes and into the Thames 

estuary. 6

Mr Beecham: Alexander Cummings and Thomas Crapper perfected a flushing toilet, fitted with a 

U-bend, that kept noxious fumes in the soil pipe.

Mrs Beecham: And, unlike Sir John Harington’s toilet, it flushed directly into the sewers.

Mrs O’Bryan: Privies7 that were once emptied by night soil men using shovels and barrows, now 

emptied into sewers that carried effluent away from the cities and discharged it into the sea.

Mr O’Bryan: At first, only the rich could afford the luxury of an indoor toilet, but, by the mid 20th 

century, most British houses were fitted with an indoor, flushing lavatory.

Mary Holmes: And all had fresh running water piped directly into the home.

Mr Beecham: Compared to public health in the preceding seven hundred years, this has been a 

massive improvement.

Director:  (Mrs O’Bryan addresses the rest of the room:)

Mrs O’Bryan: And that is the reason why I would argue that new technology has been the most 

important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.

5 During a cholera epidemic in Soho on 1854, Dr John Snow persuaded the local council to take the handle 
off the Broad Street pump. Deaths from cholera immediately plummeted.
6 The project began in 1865, following the Great Stink of 1858. It took ten years to connect the main sewers 
to a further 21,000 km network of smaller, local sewers in the outskirts of the city. From Goodman and 
Chant, European Cities and Technology. 
7 A ‘privy’ is another word for a toilet.
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Stage Manager:  (Mr & Mrs Watson, Mr & Mrs Sowerby, Mrs Ingham and Alice Finch exchange 

glances. They are not convinced.)

Mrs Ingham: Every piece of new technology that you mentioned, has been the work of at least one 

remarkable individual.

Alice Finch: We would argue that the role of the individual has been the most important factor in 

improvements to public health in Britain. 

Mrs Watson: And we’ll explain why:

Director:  (They move centre stage, in front of the whiteboard. The O’Bryans, the Beechams and 

Mary Holmes move out of their way.)

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 15:)

N2: Scene 3: The Case for Other Factors:

i) The role of the individual:

Mr Watson: Clever individuals were responsible for inventing the flush lavatory, the sand filter, the 

water chlorination and the engineering work that gave Britain its improved public health system. 

Mrs Watson: Dr John Snow’s meticulous research proved the link between contaminated water and 

cholera.

Mrs Ingham: Von Leeuwenhoek and Joseph Lister developed the microscopes that allowed Louis 

Pasteur and Robert Koch to identify and isolate the germs that caused cholera and other diseases.

Mrs Sowerby: The work of these individuals persuaded local councils to improve public health by 

supplying clean water to their towns and cities.

Mr Sowerby: Other individuals helped to improve public health by collecting data on the squalid 

and insanitary conditions that existed in Britain’s industrial centres.

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 16:)

Alice Finch: William Farr used statistical data8  to link poor living conditions with high death rates.

8 From 1837, all births, marriages and deaths had to be registered. Farr used this evidence to build an accu-
rate picture of where death rates were the highest and which diseases caused the deaths.
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Mrs Ingham: Edwin Chadwick wrote a ‘Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring Poor’ 

which supported Farr’s findings.9

Mrs Watson: It showed that crowded, insanitary living conditions caused people to be ill and 

unable to work.

Mr Sowerby: Chadwick’s solution was to improve drainage and sewage systems, remove refuse 

from the streets, provide clean water supplies and appoint Medical Officers of Health to oversee 

all the reforms.

Mrs Watson: Farr and Chadwick shamed local and national government into making improvements 

to public health.

Alice Finch: Chadwick’s report led to the Public Health Act of 1848.

Mrs Sowerby: The Act proved ineffective, because it did not force local councils to improve public 

health.  

Alice Finch: At that time, there was a strong belief in ‘laissez faire’ and councillors resented central 

government telling them what to do.

Mr Watson: But further outbreaks of cholera in the 1860s, plus the publication of Pasteur’s Germ 

Theory in 1861, resulted in the Public Health Act of 1875.

Mrs Sowerby: This time, public health improvements were made compulsory and public health 

provision across the nation began to improve.

Mrs Watson: Especially when laws were passed to prevent the pollution of rivers. 

Mr Sowerby: And manufacturers and shopkeepers were forbidden to use food additives like chalk10  

in their products.

Alice Finch: The work of Charles Booth and Seebohm Rowntree continued to shine the spotlight on 

poverty in Britain’s big cities.11  

9 The conditions you see in Thackray Medical Museum’s 1842 Street, model the conditions described by 
Leeds’ Dr Robert Baker and match Chadwick’s findings. For more information on conditions in Leeds: http://
www.evolve360.co.uk/Data/10/PageLMHS/Bulletin24/37to54JohnBrooke.pdf (ignoring the typo in the first 
line)

10 Chalk was added to flour to make it go further. It was dissolved in milk, to make it look thicker and whiter.
11 Booth published ‘Life and Labour of the People in London’ between 1982 and 1903. Rowntree published 
‘Poverty, a Study of Town Life’ in 1902.
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Mr Watson: Booth discovered that 35% of London’s East Enders lived in poverty.

Mrs Watson: Rowntree found that 28% of York’s population lived below the poverty line, despite 

being in employment.

Mrs Ingham: He showed that certain stages of life, like old age and early childhood, were times 

when an individual was most likely to endure the worst poverty.

Mrs Sowerby: These investigations and reports led to the Liberal Reforms of 1906 to 1914, when 

Old Age Pensions were introduced for the first time.

 Alice Finch: The National Insurance Act of 1911 provided support for workers who were unable to 

work due to illness or disability.

Mr Sowerby: Free school meals, school medical checks and free medical treatment at special 

clinics, helped to keep young children healthy.

Mr Watson: Years later, William Beveridge drew up the blueprint for an all-embracing National 

Health Service, providing medical treatment, free to all ‘from the cradle to the grave’.

Mrs Sowerby: The NHS continues to monitor the nation’s health. It funds campaigns for 

vaccination and against smoking, that aim to improve public health in Britain.

Alice Finch: These improvements to public health faced opposition, but they were pushed through 

by remarkable politicians like David Lloyd George and Nye Bevan,12 Minister for Health in the post 

war Labour government.

Mrs Watson: During World War One, Lloyd George had promised British soldiers: ‘Homes fit for 

Heroes’ and in the 1930s, a new Housing Act forced local councils to demolish slums and build 

good quality council houses for rent at affordable rates. 

Mr Sowerby:  The evidence that public health in Britain improved is clear from life expectancy 

figures:

Alice Finch: In 1919, only 42% of British people lived to be 65 or older. 

Mrs Sowerby: By 1992, 81% lived to be 65 or older. 13

12 Lloyd George was Chancellor in the pre war Liberal government and became Prime Minister during World 
War One. Nye Bevan was a minister in the Labour government that came to power after World War Two.
13 From Medicine and Health through Time, Dawson, Banham and Lyndon
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

Mr Watson:  And we would argue that the most important factor responsible for improvements to 

public health in Britain has been the role of individuals. 

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 17:)

N2: Scene 4: The Case for Other Factors:

ii) Government:

Mr Finch: We agree that individuals played an important role in improvements to public health in 

Britain, but in our opinion, the most important factor has been government.

Stage Manager:  (Mrs Finch picks out Mr Watson and Mrs Ingham:)

Mrs Finch: You praised the work of William Farr and Edwin Chadwick, but who commissioned their 

work and paid their wages?

Director:  (Mr Finch and Mrs Bolder don’t wait for an answer:)

Mr Finch: It was the British government which employed Farr to compile statistics. 

Mrs Bolder: It was the British government which commissioned Chadwick’s report.

Mr Bolder: And it was the British government which passed the two Public Health Acts of 1848 

and 1875 which began to tackle public health reform in earnest.

Mrs Finch: It was the Liberal government that passed the welfare reforms of 1906 to 1914.

Mr Bolder: And it was the Labour government that introduced the welfare state after World War 

Two.

Mr Finch: Government legislation has improved housing, controlled pollution, regulated working 

conditions, monitored food quality - all measures designed to improve the health of the general 

public.

Mrs Finch: If new technology or individuals really were the most important factors in 

improvements to public health in Britain, how does that explain the Romans’ excellent public health 

systems?

Mr Bolder: They built aqueducts fitted with carbon filters, they piped fresh running water to 
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New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.  (18 marks)

fountains, public toilets and baths. 

Mrs Bolder: They built massive stone sewers to remove effluent and waste from their towns and 

cities.

Mr Finch: They did not use new technology. 

Mrs Finch: And, as far as we know, it was not the work of remarkable individuals.

Mr Bolder: In Roman times, just as in Industrial and Modern times, it has been government that 

organised and paid for improvements to public health in Britain. 

(PPO selects PowerPoint Slide 18:)

N3: Conclusion:

Stage Manager:  (Albert Tatlock, Thomas Sowden, John Oddy and James Wilson get up from their 

seats and stand against the classroom wall, facing the collected characters through time.)

James Wilson: Having listened to your arguments, it is clear that new technology has been an 

important factor in improvements to public health in Britain.

Albert Tatlock:  However, the role of individuals has also been extremely important.

John Oddy:  Without individuals like Chadwick and Snow, evidence for the link between living 

conditions and disease would not have been found.

Thomas Sowden: Pasteur proved that germs cause disease and this evidence made public health 

improvements essential.

Albert Tatlock:  However, it was government that took action on this evidence.

James Wilson: It was government that passed the legislation that forced local councils to improve 

public health in their areas.

John Oddy:  And it was government that established and maintained the welfare state, which has 

transformed the health of the people of this country.

Thomas Sowden: In our opinion, the most persuasive argument is that government has been the 

main factor in improvements to public health in Britain.

Director:  (Albert Tatlock, Thomas Sowden, John Oddy and James Wilson sit down. All cast return 

to their desks and prepare to write an 18 mark essay on new technology and its impact on public 

health.)


